Hepatocellular carcinoma imaging.
Radionuclide scintigraphy can give a specific diagnosis when a hypervascular "cold" defect on colloid scans "fills in" with gallium scanning. The majority of hepatocellular carcinomas will also accumulate hepatobiliary agents especially in delayed images. Magnetic resonance imaging is superior to other modalities in providing anatomic detail, such as location and relation to vessels, needed by the surgeon in operative planning.